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Step 2: Investigating my students’ out-of-school reality
What should I observe (within the school context beyond formal classroom instruction, e.g. during breaks, school excursions)?
Observation protocol template

	Date:

	

	Teacher’s name:

	Time:

	

	Observation context (e.g. break, excursion):



Useful guidelines: 

Observation objective:
To observe the practices in which children engage at school outside classroom time (e.g. during breaks, or school trips), and to identify their interests through their practices and statements. 

Each of the following pages corresponds to the recording of observations for each activity (e.g. play during break time, conversations during a school trip). 

In the first section, please fill in the name of the activity, its duration, a brief description of it, as well as the people who participated in it.

In the “Means and materials” field, please note any printed or digital resources used during the activity. 

In the field “Themes and interests reflected in the activity”, record any themes and interests (e.g. sports) that become evident through the activity itself. 

In the field “Themes and interests reflected in their verbal expressions”, record any themes and interests (e.g. sports) that become evident through the children’s statements. 

In the “Degree of student’s agency” field, please indicate by circling a number from 1 to 5 the extent to which students are free to take initiative regarding the type and content of the activity. In the lines provided, you may also include any additional notes. 

In the “Students’ interest and engagement” field, please indicate by circling a number from 1 to 5 the extent to which students are engaged and interested in the activity. In the lines provided, you may also include any additional notes. 

In the lines provided below each table, you may record any additional useful comments regarding the data you observed during the activity.



	Activity 1:[activity’s name].......................................................................................................................................
Duration:.....................................................................................................................................................................
Short description:........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Participants:.................................................................................................................................................................

	Means and materials (if any):
	

	Themes and interests reflected in the activity:
	

	Themes and interests reflected in their verbal expressions:
	

	Degree of students’ agency:
	1   2   3   4   5
	

	Students’ interest and engagement:
	1   2   3   4   5  
	


Other useful comments:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


	Activity 2:[activity’s name].......................................................................................................................................
Duration:.....................................................................................................................................................................
Short description:........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Participants:.................................................................................................................................................................

	Means and materials (if any):
	

	Themes and interests reflected in the activity:
	

	Themes and interests reflected in their verbal expressions:
	

	Degree of students’ agency:
	1   2   3   4   5
	

	Students’ interest and engagement:
	1   2   3   4   5  
	


Other useful comments:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


	Activity 3:[activity’s name].......................................................................................................................................
Duration:.....................................................................................................................................................................
Short description:........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Participants:.................................................................................................................................................................

	Means and materials (if any):
	

	Themes and interests reflected in the activity:
	

	Themes and interests reflected in their verbal expressions:
	

	Degree of students’ agency:
	1   2   3   4   5
	

	Students’ interest and engagement:
	1   2   3   4   5  
	


Other useful comments:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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