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The Ugly Duckling

> Let’s start our journey/ *\
Our guide: The Ugly Duckling N

by Hans Christian Andersen

In this unit, we will explore the fairy tale “The Ugly Duckling” and discover
important concepts such as diversity, respect, inclusion, stereotypes,
prejudice, and racism.

We will work together, think, express our ideas and create!

will need:
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We will work new concepts < Pencil and eraser

Cardstock and A4
paper (for certain
activities)

Willingness to
cooperate, create
and show respect!

We create ) We think
We use what we have and discuss
learned to create We observe, analyze,
our own projects, discuss and express

stories and actions. our opinions with
arguments.
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Can you look through your home library and find two of
your favourite children’s fairy tales?

Bring them to class and present them to your
classmates.
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Draw scenes from the Ugly Duckling that remind
you of your own personal experiences. Try to use
colors that capture the emotions evoked by those
memories.

We will then place all the drawings on a large poster to
create our "Wall of Memories"!
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Anti-racism:
@ To believe that all people deserve
respect and equal opportunities.
Tt means to treat everyone fairly and
to help when we see someone being
treated unfairly because they are
different.
" example: S
Ifudnildisnotaﬂawedby&oth&rb‘ds
to play with them because they speak a
different language or because they have
a disability, I invite them to join my group

toptaywid\mandIkindlyhllﬂuoﬁcr

children that everyone has the right to

Exclusion:
To leave someone out of a group,
a game or an activity and not

Racism:

A v s i
y or badly just because the
different. Yo

example:

This ugly duckling —that's what they called it—

I‘adawida,ﬂatbcaklibeuplatc,wusﬁu.md

its feathers were gray, like a mouse’s! On the
\ﬁnn, everyone made fun of it.

Inclusion:
It means making sure that everyone
can participate and feel that they belong

to the group, regardless of their
differences.

example: If a child uses a wheelchair, we ﬂ,ldx;-\
game we can all play together!
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Answer the followmg questions:

<+ How do the animals on the farm and the animals at Grandma's house address the duckling?
How do they speak toiit?

How does the duckling feel before and after its physical transformation?
How is the duckling portrayed through what the other animals say about it?
How do you think the other animals would react if they did not treat it in such an unfair way?

If the duckling had never become a swan, would it have deserved less love and respect?

o B8 & L

Draw how
you imagine
_the story would look
if the duckling
had been accepted

by the other animals

from the beginning.
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Discuss the following questions with the classmate sitting next to you:

What do you think is the message the author wanted to convey through this story? Do you think
he achieved his goal?

What views about diversity are promoted through the fairy tale?
o How is diversity reflected in your everyday life, and how do you think social acceptance can be
encouraged?

Write down your ideas and present them to the class.




You will be divided into two groups.

Group 1: Read The Ugly Duckling and write down your own views about the story's
message.

Group 2: Read The Ugly Duckling to people you know (e.g. your parents/guardians,
grandparents, friends, or other family members) and write down their ideas about
the story's main message.

After collecting everyone's responses, compare and discuss them:
How are the opinions similar? How are they different?
. Which opinion appears most often?
Do you think that people's age and life experiences related to physical
appearance have influenced their opinions? Why or why not?
. Do you think there are any other factors that may have influenced their
opinions? If yes, what are they?
. What conclusions can you draw?
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On the occasion of the International Day for the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination (21t March), the National
Council against Racism and Intolerance (NCRI) invites students to
create an anti-racist children's story that will be distributed to
primary schools across the country as part of the campaign for
International Children's Book Day (2" April).

Create a children's story featuring your favourite animal as
the main character. Your story should not reproduce stereotypes,
prejudice, or racist attitudes towards diversity. Instead, it should
promote acceptance, inclusion and respect for diversity.

2 Follow these steps and write your very own fairy tale!

Think of an idea! @
What do you want to tell? It can be something that happened,

something you imagined, or something you dream about.

Create your characters! g

Who are the heroes? What are they like? What do they want?

Introduce them and describe them!

Choose the setting and the time!
Where does your story take place? In a magical forest,
in a village, in a castle? When does it happen?

Plan the beginning, middle and end!

How does the story start? What happens next?

+

Use descriptive words! * * < B
Use words that paint pictures in the reader’s mind
so they can imagine your story.

Bring your story to life!
Use your heroes to talk, think and act.
This will make your story more exciting!

Read, revise and share!
Read your story again. You can improve it
and then share it with your friends!




